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PERSONNEL AND PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING Tim Pruett, PE.
(Meehling/Blaies/Matchett/Miller)
Wednesday, January 28, 2026 at 6:00 p.m.
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Trustee Lisa Meehling called the meeting of the Personnel and Public Safety Committee

to order on Wednesday, January 28, 2026 at 6:21 p.m. Those present were Chairperson Lisa
Meehling, Trustee Mike Blaies, Trustee Ray Matchett, Trustee Dana Miller, Mayor Seth Speiser,
Village Clerk Jerry Menard (absent), Trustee Tom Carpenter, Trustee Bob Kaiser, Village Attorney
Fred Keck, Police Chief Mike Schutzenhofer, Public Works Director Chris Remick, Village
Engineer Tim Pruett, Village Administrator Matt Trout and Office Manager Mary Downen. Guest
present: None. There were no guests present via Zoom.

POLICE:

OLD BUSINESS: Chief Mike Schutzenhofer said Stan Ruhmann’s retirement party is this
Friday at noon at the Fire House. He said they are still working with the electrician regarding
the wiring for the K9 kennel.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Chief Report: Chief Schutzenhofer summarized the 154 calls since the last meeting.

2. Patrol Hire: Village Administrator Matt Trout said it went through the in-house process
and will be posted in the Freeburg Tribune this week and next.

PERSONNEL:
A. OLD BUSINESS:
1. Approval of December 15, 2025 Minutes: Trustee Dana Miller motioned to approve the
December 15, 2025 Minutes, and Trustee Mike Blaies seconded the motion. All voting
yea, the motion carried.

Matt said the new crew worker, Ryan Schmidt, will start February 10th.

B. NEW BUSINESS:
1. John Tolan’s request to be paid out for 14.5 days of vacation; Matt said this is what he had

at the time of his retirement.

Trustee Dana Miller motioned to send to the full Board John Tolan’s request to be paid
out for 14.5 days of vacation, and Trustee Ray Matchett seconded the motion. All voting yea,
the motion carried. :

Stan Ruhmann'’s request to be paid out for 348.75 compensatory hours and 348 vacation hours:

Matt said this is what he had at the time of his retirement.

Trustee Ray Matchett motioned to send to the full Board Stan Ruhmann’s request to be
paid out for 348.75 compensatory hours and 348 vacation hours, and Trustee Dana Miller
seconded the motion. All voting yea, the motion carried.
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Matt said Nolan Toennies has put in his notice and his last day will be February 10t. He asked the
board if we can post the open lineman position in-house starting tomorrow. He would like to
review the original applications from 6 months ago since we had such a large pool of applicants.

Trustee Mike Blaies motioned to post the open lineman position in-house for 5 days, and
Dana Miller seconded the motion. All voting yea, the motion carried.

2. Executive Session to Discuss Personnel, 5 ILCS 120/2-(c)1:

Trustee Mike Blaies motioned to amend the agenda to move public participation up, and
Dana Miller seconded the motion. All voting yea, the motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
6:38 P.M.

Trustee Mike Blaies motioned to enter Executive Session citing Personnel, 5 ILCS
120/2-(c)1, and Trustee Ray Matchett seconded the motion. All voting yea, the motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION ENDED
7:45 P.M.

Chairperson Lisa Meehling reconvened the regular session of the Personnel and Public
Safety Committee Meeting 7:45 p.m.

C. GENERAL CONCERNS: Chairperson Meehling said the mayor received a letter from
Mayor Todd in Millstadt thanking us for reaching out when they had the recent fire.

D. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None.

E. ADJOURN: Trustee Dana Miller motioned to adjourn at 7:46 p.m., and Trustee Ray
Matchett seconded the motion. All voting yea, the motion carried.

Mary Downen
Office Manager
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