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CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Seth Speiser called the Regular Board Meeting to order at 7:30
p.m., on Monday, March 16, 2026 in the Freeburg Municipal Board Room. Presentation of the
meeting was also conducted by Zoom video conferencing. Village Hall was open to the public.
There were no guests present via Zoom. Guest Barry Hayden.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Those present and the Board Members recited the Pledge of
Allegiance.

ROLL CALL: Trustee Dana Miller — here; Trustee Elizabeth (Lisa) Meehling — absent; Trustee
Tom Carpenter — here; Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser — here; Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. — here;
Trustee James (Mike) Blaies — here; Mayor Seth Speiser — here; (6 present, 1 absent) Mayor Seth
Speiser announced there is a quorum.

Mayor Speiser stated the minutes of the Board Meeting Monday, February 17, 2026 and March 2,
2026. Unavailable.

TREASURER’S REPORT: None.
ATTORNEY’S REPORT: None.

EXHIBIT A:
ESDA REPORT: Mayor Speiser called on ESDA Coordinator Gene Kramer. Gene updated us

in his March 16, 2026 ESDA Report.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
1. Berry Hayden was present to discuss an Ordinance.
2. Janet was present to discuss the siren that goes off on the first Tuesday of the month.

REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE:

EXHIBIT B:

Mayor Speiser called on Village Engineer Tim Pruett. Tim updated us in on March 16, 2026
Engineer Report.
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: None.
CONTRACTS, RELEASES, AGREEMENTS & ANNEXATIONS: None.
BIDS: None.

EXHIBIT C:
RESOLUTIONS: Mayor Speiser stated we have Resolution #26-01 A Resolution Maintenance
of Streets and Highway by Municipality Under the Illinois Highway Code.

Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. motioned to adopt Resolution #26-01 by title only, and
Trustee Tom Carpenter seconded the motion. ROLL CALL: Trustee Ramon Matchett Jr. — aye;
Trustee Tom Carpenter — aye, Trustee James (Mike) Blaies — aye; Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser —
aye; Trustee Dana Miller — aye; Trustee Elizabeth (Lisa) Meehling — absent; (5 ayes 0 nays, 1
absent). All voting aye, motion carried.

EXHIBIT D:
ORDINANCES: Mayor Speiser stated we have Ordinance #1812 An Ordinance Amending
Chapter 10 of the Revised Code of the Village of Freeburg Electric Surplus Property

Trustee James (Mike) Blaies motioned to adopt Ordinance #1812 by title only, and
Trustee Tom Carpenter seconded the motion. ROLL CALL: Trustee Tom Carpenter — aye;
Trustee James (Mike) Blaies — aye; Trustee Dana Miller — aye; Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser —
aye; Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. — aye; Trustee Elizabeth (Lisa) Meehling — absent; (5 ayes, 0
nay, | absent 0 abstain). All voting aye, the motion carried.

EXHIBIT E:
ORDINANCES: Mayor Speiser stated we have Ordinance #1813 An Ordinance Declaring
Certain Property Owned by the Village of, Freeburg, Illinois as Surplus Property .

Trustee Ramon Matchett Jr. motioned to adopt Ordinance #1813 by title only, and Trustee
Tom Carpenter seconded the motion. ROLL CALL: Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. — aye;
Trustee Tom Carpenter — aye;; Trustee Dana Miller — aye; Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser — aye;
Trustee James (Mike) Blaies — aye; Trustee Elizabeth (Lisa) Meehling — absent (5 ayes, 0 nay, 1
absent 0 abstain). All voting aye, the motion carried.

OLD BUSINESS: None.
NEW BUSINESS: None.
APPOINTMENTS: None.

COMMITTEE MEETING REPORTS/RECOMMENDATIONS:

EXIBIT F/G:
Electric Committee Meeting: Trustee James (Mike) Blaies (Chairperson) reported on the
Electric Committee Meeting held on Wednesday, March 11, 2026 at 5:30 p.m.

The following item or items were talked about or discussed:
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1. Customer Issues: Trustee Blaies said there were two outages that affected the whole town
for a short time. The outage on February 26" was an Ameren feed issue, blown a transformer in
a solar field. The outage on March 11", was also an Ameren issue a reclosure opening and
closing back. He said he spoke with IMEA regarding issues receiving calls when there is an
outage.

2. IMEA Energy Efficiency Grant: Nothing new

3. Socket Fiber: Nothing new.

4. Breaker Replacement: Village Administrator Matt Trout said Head Lineman Max Sallman
has been working with VIPower and Eaton to get it coordinate.

5. Lineman Position: Trustee Blaies said Lineman Luke Freppon will be gong to training in
June. Village Administrator Matt Trout and Luke Freppon spoke and they think it is best to go
ahead and advertise the lineman position.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Solar/Net Metering: Trustee Blaies said we took care of this earlier on the agenda under

Ordinances.

2. Budget FY27: Village Administrator Matt Trout said he is working on it and will go over it
at Finance meeting. He said if anyone has any questions please reach out to him.

3. Pole Purchase: Trustee Blaies said the pole inventory is getting low and Head Lineman Max
has received three quotes. Max would like to go with Thomasson company which is the lowest.

Trustee James (Mike) Blaies motioned to purchase poles from Thomasson Company at
the cost of 813,102 and Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser seconded the motion. ROLL CALL:
Trustee James (Mike) Blaies — aye; Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser — aye; Trustee Tom Carpenter —
aye; Trustee Dana Miller — aye; Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. — aye; Trustee Elizabeth (Lisa)
Meehling — absent; (5 ayes, 0 nay, 1 absent 0 abstain). All voting aye, the motion carried.

GENERAL CONCERN: None.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None.

EXHIBIT H:

Public Works Committee Meeting: (Trash/Water/Sewer) Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser
(Chairperson) reported on the Trash/Water/Sewer Committee Meeting held on Wednesday,
March 11, 2026 at 6:12 p.m.

The following items were talked about or discussed:
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OLD BUSINESS:

1. Sewer Issues: Nothing to report.

2. FSH Minutes: Nothing to report.

3. Water System Upgrades: Nothing new.

4. Trash Contract: Village Administrator Matt Trout said he has a meeting set-up with our
representative from Waste Management next week.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. TWM Invoice #94750: Trustee Kaiser said we have an invoice from TWM for Consulting
services from July 11, 2024 to November 14,2025.

Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser motioned to pay TWM Invoice #94750 for Consulting
services in the amount of 818,617.06, and Trustee James (Mike) Blaies seconded the motion.
ROLL CALL: Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser — aye; Trustee James (Mike) Blaies — aye; Trustee
Tom Carpenter — aye; Trustee Dana Miller — aye; Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. — aye; Trustee
Elizabeth (Lisa) Meehling — absent; (5 ayes, 0 nay, 1 absent O abstain). All voting aye, the
motion carried.

2. TWM Invoice 95114: Trustee Kaiser said we have an invoice from TWM for Consulting
services from December 10, 2025 to December 10, 2025.

Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser motioned to pay TWM Invoice #95114 for Consulting
services in the amount of 84,936.38, and Trustee James (Mike) Blaies seconded the motion.
ROLL CALL: Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser — aye; Trustee James (Mike) Blaies — aye; Trustee
Tom Carpenter — aye; Trustee Dana Miller — aye; Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. — aye; Trustee
Elizabeth (Lisa) Meehling — absent; (5 ayes, 0 nay, 1 absent 0 abstain). All voting aye, the
motion carried.

3. East Lagoon — EPA: Village Administrator Matt Trout gave an update on the oil spill last
week.

4. East Water Tower: Trustee Kaiser said this is the one that is going to be replaced in Phase 2
of the water system upgrade; however, there is a leak that needs to be repaired now. Public
Works Director Chris Remick received a proposal for the repair from Elevation Coating and
Restoration, LLC for $11,950.

Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser motioned to accept the proposal from Elevation Coating and
Restoration in the amount $11,950.00 and additional $150 if necessary, and Trustee James
(Mike) Blaies seconded the motion. ROLL CALL: Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser — aye; Trustee
James (Mike) Blaies — aye; Trustee Tom Carpenter — aye; Trustee Dana Miller — aye; Trustee
Ramon Matchett, Jr. —aye; Trustee Elizabeth (Lisa) Meehling — absent; (5 ayes, 0 nay, 1 absent
0 abstain). All voting aye, the motion carried.
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5. USEPA: Trustee Kaiser said Matt and Attorney Fred Keck talked about it at the last meeting.
It basically states that we no longer need to submit the quarterly reports.

GENERAL CONCERNS: None.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None.

EXHIBIT L/M/N:

Public Property Committee Meeting: (Streets/Municipal Center/Pool/Parks & Recreation)
Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. reported on the Streets/Municipal Center/Pool/Parks & Recreation
Committee Meeting held on Wednesday, March 11, 2026 at 6:04 p.m.

The following items were talked about or discussed:

POOL:

OLD BUSINESS:

Swimming Pool Lifeguards: Trustee Matchett said we still need a few lifeguards. We plan to
advertise again in the Freeburg Tribune. It was asked also advertise in communities that don’t
plan to open their swimming pool this summer.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. St. Clair County Parks Grant: Trustee Matchett said Beloman Proposal for exhausts fan and
Anchor Industries Inc. quote for Funbrellas. Engineer Tim Pruett said as part of the grant
application we received quotes from Anchor Industries and Beloman. The Anchor Industries
quote was $12,192.40 for two Funbrellas but we decided to purchase four for $24,384.80. The
Beloman quote was $7,258 to install exhaust fan and $2,862 for wiring.

Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. motioned to accept the proposal from Beloman for
installation of exhaust fan in the amount of $7,285 and $2,862 for wiring, and Trustee Robert
(Bob) Kaiser seconded the motion. ROLL CALL: Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. — aye; Trustee
Robert (Bob) Kaiser — aye; Trustee James (Mike) Blaies — aye; Trustee Dana Miller — aye;
Trustee Tom Carpenter — aye; Trustee Elizabeth (Lisa) Meehling — absent; (5 ayes, 0 nay, 1
absent 0 abstain). All voting aye, the motion carried.

Trustee Matchett said he also has a proposal from Anchor Industries, Inc.

Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. motioned to accept the proposal from Anchor Industries,
Inc. for four Funbrellas in the amount of $24,384.80, and Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser seconded
the motion. ROLL CALL: Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. — aye; Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser —
aye; Trustee James (Mike) Blaies — aye; Trustee Dana Miller — aye; Trustee Tom Carpenter —
aye; Trustee Elizabeth (Lisa) Meehling — absent; (5 ayes, 0 nay, 1 absent 0 abstain). All voting
aye, the motion carried.
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2. St. Joseph Catholic School Dinner Auction Donation Request: Trustee Matchett said the
committee agreed to donate a 10-day pool pass.

STREETS:
OLD BUSINESS:

1. Drainage Problem Areas/Stormwater Run-Off: Trustee Matchett said Crew Leader Bob
Jenkins said there were no major issues. Bob said they had gone around and cleaned out drains.

2. Customer Issues:

3. MFT- Resolution #26-01 : Trustee Matchett said this was taken care of earlier on the agenda
under Resolutions.

4. Saturn Terrace: Nothing new.

5. Leaf Truck: Crew Leader Bob Jenkins said the issues have all been repaired. He said they
have used it and everything worked correctly.

6. Surplus Equipment: Trustee Matchett said this was taken care of earlier on the agenda under
Ordinances.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Patrol Hire: Trustee Matchett said we have a patrolman to hire. At this time, he would like to
make a motion.

Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. motioned to hire Ryne Fithian for the Freeburg Police
Department, and Trustee James (Mike) Blaies seconded the motion. . ROLL CALL: Trustee
Ramon Matchett, Jr. —aye; Trustee James (Mike) Blaies — aye; Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser —
aye; Trustee Dana Miller — aye; Trustee Tom Carpenter — aye; Trustee Elizabeth (Lisa) Meehling
—absent (5 ayes, O nay, 1 absent 0 abstain). All voting aye, the motion carried.

2. Rescind Ordinance #1760: Trustee Matchett said he would like to Rescind Ordinance #1760.

Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. motioned to Rescind Ordinance #1760 and Trustee Tom
Carpenter seconded the motion. ROLL CALL: Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. — aye; Trustee
Tom Carpenter — aye; Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser — aye; Trustee James (Mike) Blaies — aye;
Trustee Dana Miller — aye; Trustee Elizabeth (Lisa) Meehling — absent; (5 ayes, 0 nay, 1 absent
0 abstain). All voting aye, the motion carried.
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3. Part-time Seasonal Hires: Trustee Matchett said we need two for the summer. The committee
approved advertising for part-time seasonal hires.

GENERAL CONCERNS: None.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None.

UPCOMING MEETINGS:

Finance Committee Meeting — Wednesday, March 25, 2026~ 5:30 p.m.

Legal/ Ordinance Committee Meeting — Wednesday, March 25, 2026 — 5:45 p.m.
Personnel/Police Committee Meeting — Wednesday, March 25, 2026 — 6:00 p.m.
Special Board Meeting — Monday, March 30, 2026 — 5:30 p.m.

CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE of GOOD FRIDAY - Friday, April 3, 2026
Board Meeting — Monday, April 6, 2026 — 7:30 p.m.

VILLAGE MAYOR, VILLAGE CLERK & TRUSTEES’ COMMENTS:

Trustee Tom Carpenter — No thank you.

Trustee Elizabeth Meehling — absent.

Trustee Dana Miller — No thank you.

Village Clerk Jerry Menard — No thank you.

Trustee James (Mike) Blaies — He would like to welcome Ryan to the police department. Also

like to thank Gene.

Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. — He would like to welcome Ryan to the police department. Also
like to thank Gene.

Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser — He would like to welcome Ryan to the police department. Also
like to thank Gene.

STAFF COMMENTS:

Village Engineer Tim Pruett — Welcome Ryan.

Public Works Director Chris Remick — We did have one issue last night during the storm a
street light wire came down. The problem was taking care of. Welcome Ryan.

Village Administrator Matt Trout — He thanked Gene for going on channel 5 so he didn’t
have to. Welcome Ryan.

Chief of Police Mike Schutzenhofer — Welcome Ryan.

ESDA Coordinator Gene Kramer — Welcome Ryan.
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ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Seth Speiser called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Trustee Dana Miller motioned to adjourn the Regular Board meeting of Monday, March
16, 2026 at 8:03 p.m. and Trustee Tom Carpenter seconded the motion. All voting aye, the
motion carried.
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