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CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Seth Speiser called the Regular Board Meeting to order at 7:30
p-m., on Tuesday, January 20, 2026 in the Freeburg Municipal Board Room. Presentation of the
meeting was also conducted by Zoom video conferencing. Village Hall was open to the public.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Those present and the Board Members recited the Pledge of
Allegiance.

ROLL CALL: Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser — here; Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. — here; Trustee
James (Mike) Blaies — here; Trustee Elizabeth (Lisa) Meehling — here; Trustee Tom Carpenter —
here; Trustee Dana Miller — here; Mayor Seth Speiser — here; (7 present, 0 absent) Mayor Seth
Speiser announced there is a quorum.

EXHIBIT A:
Mayor Speiser stated we have the minutes of the Regular Board Meeting Monday, January 5, 2026.

Trustee James (Mike) Blaies motioned to accept the minutes from the Regular Board
Meeting Monday, January 5, 2026 and Trustee Dana Miller seconded the motion. All voting
aye, the motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT: None.
ATTORNEY’S REPORT: None.

EXHIBIT B :
ESDA REPORT: Mayor Speiser called on ESDA Coordinator Gene Kramer. Gene is on radio

duty and won’t be here. If you have any questions for Gene on his report. Please call him.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None.
REPORTS AND CORRESPONDENCE:
EXHIBIT C:
1. Village Engineer Report January 20, 2026.
Mayor Speiser called on Village Engineer Tim Pruett. There were no questions.
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EXHIBIT D:
2. Combined Planning and Zoning Board Report.
Village Engineer Tim Pruett gave the report.

1. Special Permit for Alex and Todd Erbs: Tim said Alex and Todd Erbs are the owners
of Freeburg Self Storage at 550 W. Phillips. The owners asked to add 2 storage unit buildings at
the site. Tim said we had a discussion about security lighting and fencing. Mr. Erbs told the
board they are going to address all these issues with the construction of the new unit. The voting
was 7 ayes and 0 nays. Tim said the motion to approve the Special Use Permit was approved.

2. Area Bulk Variance: Tim said this Area Bulk Variance are to allow the new storage
units to be within the required setbacks for the I-1 District (25) feet. They have existing buildings
which are 16.3 feet from the west property line and 18.6 feet from the east property line. The
owners were requesting a variance to allow the new buildings to be located in the same general
layout. The board held a discussion. The board voted 7ayes and 0 nays. The variance was
approved by the board. Some questions were asked by the village board.

RECOMMENDATIONS OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: None.
CONTRACTS, RELEASES, AGREEMENTS & ANNEXATIONS: None.
BIDS: None.

RESOLUTIONS: None.

ORDINANCES: None.

OLD BUSINESS: None.

NEW BUSINESS:
Village Administrator Matt Trout stated that Stan retirement luncheon will be Friday, January 30t
at 12:00, it will be held at the Fire House. Matt also said that Jean Kamper on Friday marks 20

years for her to be employed by the village.
APPOINTMENTS: None.

COMMITTEE MEETING REPORTS/RECOMMENDATIONS:

EXIBIT E:
Electric Committee Meeting: Trustee James (Mike) Blaies (Chairperson) reported on the
Electric Committee Meeting held on Wednesday, January 14, 2026 at 5:30 p.m.

The following item or items were talked about or discussed:

1. Customer Issues: Head Lineman Max Sallman said a dead tree fell and knocked down a pole
on St. Clair Ct. They replaced the pole and one customer was out of service for a couple of
hours. Village Administrator Matt Trout said there were a couple blips of power on Christmas
Eve that were Ameren issue.
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2. IMEA Energy Efficiency Grant: Trustee Blaies said Village Administrator Matt Trout said
they had a webinar/training on solar. He discussed the information and said essentially, we
cannot prohibit people from having solar. He added that we have a 10kw limit on our net
metering now it will go to 25kw June 1, 2026. We cannot limit anyone under 25 kw. Matt will
work on revising that ordinance.

3. Socket Fiber: Trustee Blaies said There was a discussion on what is involved with bringing
in fiber. The Board agreed to start discussions with them.

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Breaker Replacement: Village Administrator Matt Trout said we talked about this before. It
will be a planned outage. He said he wanted to stay on everyone’s radar so we can be sure to get
out the proper notification. Max has been in communication with them but doesn’t have an exact

date.

Max said he has been talking to IMEA to schedule the 2 new guys for schooling. This should be
around May and they will attend the schooling together.

EXHIBIT F:

Public Works Committee Meeting: (Trash/Water/Sewer) Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser
(Chairperson) reported on the Trash/Water/Sewer Committee Meeting held on Wednesday,
January 14, 2026 at 5:55 p.m.

The following items were talked about or discussed:

OLD BUSINESS:
1. Sewer Issues: None,

2. FSH Minutes: Village Engineer Tim Pruett said they are working on extending the agreement
with FSH for the loan.

3. Water System Upgrades: Trustee Kaiser said Village Engineer Tim Pruett has had
conversations with EPA. We are going to submit our package tomorrow for the by-pass funding
so we are ready.

NEW BUSINESS:

Public Works Director Chris Remick said there were 2 more service lines added to the FSH line
leaving around 11 more to be added. A blower was repaired at the sewer plant. Buddy got all of
the lead and copper samples back and we will get that paper work turned in.
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Chris and Buddy met with Scott Tozier from IRWA and tour the sewer plant. He said Scott does
a lot of different classes and asked if we would be interested in hosting a few classes at the sewer
plant. Mayor Speiser said he thinks it is a great idea.

Village Attorney Fred Keck said he and John have a call with the EPA on Friday regarding the
administrative consent order. For the last fourteen quarters, John has provided an update to the
EPA. Since the plant is up and running, would like to do away with this reporting. There is a
possibility we will need to do a final report.

GENERAL CONCERNS: None.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None.

EXHIBIT G :

Public Property Committee Meeting: (Streets/Municipal Center/Pool/Parks & Recreation)
Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. reported on the Streets/Municipal Center/Pool/Parks & Recreation
Committee Meeting held on Wednesday, January 14, 2026 at 6:23 p.m.

The following items were talked about or discussed:

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:

1. Freeburg High School Post Prom, Freeburg FFA Alumni Pork Chop Dinner and Freeburg

Library Night Donation Request: Trustee Matchett said the committee agreed to donate a 10-day
pool pass to each organization.

2. Pool Lifeguards: Pool Manager Scott has reached out to lifeguards and concession workers
and a good amount plan to return this season. Trustee Matchett said we would like to go ahead
and advertise for lifeguards.

STREETS:
OLD BUSINESS:

1. Drainage Problem Areas/Stormwater Run-Off: None.

2. Customer Issues: Nothing to report.

3. MFT: Trustee Matchett said we are going to restock some culverts.

4. Saturn Terrace: Village Engineer Tim Pruett the vacation has been recorded and when some
time opens up, they will work on getting things fixed.
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5. Leaf Truck: Crew Leader Bob Jenkins said the truck is back and they have been using it. It
will be going to Armour Equipment to make the adjustments that is needed. The salesman came
out and took some pictures and videos to send to the manufacturer. They are doing this with no
cost to the village.

6. Streets Crew Worker Hire: Trustee Matchett stated we held an Executive Session to discuss
Personnel. Trustee Matchett said at this time he would like to make a motion.

Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. motioned to hiring of Ryan Schmidt for the crew worker
position and Trustee Elizabeth (Lisa) Meehling seconded the motion. ROLL CALL: Trustee
Ramon Matchett, Jr. — aye; Trustee Elizabeth (Lisa) Meehling — aye; Trustee Robert (Bob)
Kaiser — aye; Trustee James (Mike) Blaies — aye; Trustee Tom Carpenter — aye; Trustee Dana
Miller — aye; (6 ayes, 0 nay, 0 absent 0 abstain). All voting aye, the motion carried.

NEW BUSINESS:
1. Cemetery Road Bridge Inspection: Village Engineer Tim Pruett said he is not qualified to do
the inspection and will find someone else to do it.

2. Trash Contract: Matt said the trash contract expires in September. Matt asked if we want to
go out for proposals or see where Waste Management’s rates come in at. The Board was in
agreement to reach out to Waste Management and get some numbers.

3. Andrew Hassel’s End of Probation: Trustee Matchett said Chief Mike Schutzenhofer said
Andrew is doing well and he recommends taking him off probation.

Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. motioned to ending of Andrew Hassel s probation and
Trustee James (Mike) Blaies seconded the motion. ROLL CALL: Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr.
— aye; Trustee James (Mike) Blaies — aye; Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser — aye; Trustee Elizabeth
(Lisa) Meehling — aye; Trustee Tom Carpenter — aye; Trustee Dana Miller — aye; (6 ayes, 0 nay,
0 absent 0 abstain). All voting aye, the motion carried.

4. Police Patro] Opening: Trustee Matchett said Stan Ruhmann will be retiring at the end of this
month. Chief would like to start the in-house posting and then advertise for the police patrol
opening and the committee approve to start that process.

GENERAL CONCERNS: None.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None.

Finance Committee Meeting — Wednesday, January 28, 2026 —6:00 p.m.

Legal/ Ordinance Committee Meeting — Wednesday, January 28, 2026 — 5:45 p.m.
Personnel/Police Committee Meeting — Wednesday, January 28, 2026 — 6:00 p.m.
Board Meeting — Monday, February 2, 2026 — 7:30 p.m.
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VILLAGE MAYOR, VILLAGE CLERK & TRUSTEES’ COMMENTS:

Trustee Tom Carpenter — Welcome Ryan to the Village.

Trustee Elizabeth Meehling - Welcome Ryan to the Village.

Trustee Dana Miller — Welcome Ryan to the Village. Congratulations to Jean on 20 years of
service.

Village Clerk Jerry Menard — absent. ‘

Trustee James (Mike) Blaies — Welcome Ryan to the Village. Congratulations to Jean on 20
years of service.

Trustee Ramon Matchett, Jr. — Welcome Ryan to the Village. Congratulations to Jean on 20
years of service.

Trustee Robert (Bob) Kaiser — Welcome Ryan to the Village. Congratulations to Jean on 20
years of service.

STAFF COMMENTS:

Village Engineer Tim Pruett — Welcome Rayan.

Public Works Director Chris Remick— Welcome Rayan looking forward to working with you.
Village Administrator Matt Trout - Welcome Ryan to the Village. Congratulations to Jean on
20 years of service. John Tolan sent a thank you card.

Chief of Police Mike Schutzenhofer — Welcome Ryan to the Village. Congratulations to Jean
on 20 years of service.

ESDA Coordinator Gene Kramer —

ADJOURNMENT: Mayor Seth Speiser called for a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Trustee Tom Carpenter motioned to adjourn the Regular Board meeting of Tuesday,
January 20, 2026 at 7:44 p.m. and Trustee Dana Miller seconded the motion. All voting aye,
the motion carried.
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Jerry Lyrin Menard
Village Clerk
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